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LOTTERY PROJECT DESIGN TEAM APPOINTED
Another milestone has been passed in the project to regenerate the
Theatre along with the East End of the Palace with the appointment
of the design team. A number of top flight architecture practices submitted
bids, with the support of specialist theatre consultants.
The design work is expected to be finished around the end of 2014, to submit
to the Heritage Lottery for the stage 2 application for funds to implement
the project.

History today
The Palace is in the process of appointing
an interpretation officer to explore the
history of the Palace and prepare material
for the historic interpretation of the
project, particularly the BBC Studios,
which is being recreated as a visitor
attraction. The Friends will be inputting
information from its own researches into
the work on the history of the theatre.

The Palace in the Great War

Corridor alongside the theatre

One of the first tasks for the interpretation
officer will be to prepare material and
exhibits to commemorate the First World
War at Alexandra Palace, as part of the
national commemoration planned to start
next year. The Palace has won another
lottery award to fund this work. The
Palace was used as a reception centre for
Belgian refugees, then as an internment
camp for “enemy aliens”- people of
German Austrian and Turkish origins.
These included writers, musicians and
artists, many of whom produced work at
or about the Palace.

Christmas stocking fillers
Our postcards of the poster for The
Yellow Dwarf are now available singly
or in packs of five, and would make an
unusual Christmas card or ideal stocking
filler. They can be purchased via our
website. Also available is a brief history
of the theatre - Alexandra Palace
Theatre is a chapter from Marlene
McAndrew’s book on the Lost Theatres
of Haringey, updated by the author
with some new information from the
Friends archive research, and edited as
a booklet by Friends committee member
Jacob O’Callaghan. It is published by the
Hornsey Historical Society and is also
available from our website (www.fapt.
org.uk) at £3.

Oh yes we have ...

Auditorium repairs on track

Open all hours

... Discovered the location of some of
the scripts of the earliest pantomimes
performed at the Alexandra Palace
Theatre. The Yellow Dwarf, the first
pantomime performed in 1875 and the
theme of our postcard, is in the theatre
archive at Kent University, while scripts
for three more pantomimes performed in
the 1870s have been located in Australia.

Work has been progressing to stabilise
the ceiling of the theatre auditorium, so
access can be restored. The auditorium
was in use from 2002 until 2009 for visits,
occasional performances and location
shoots. Safety fears over the support
structure of the ceiling meant it was
closed for public use. The work being
carried out to reinforce the structure will,
it is hoped, make it safe again, so it
can be used for events to promote the
theatre project until major work starts in
about 18 months.

The Friends have been involved in several
events to promote the Palace and theatre.
In July, we had a stall at the very successful
celebration held in the park to mark the
150th anniversary of the opening of the
Alexandra Park in 1863. Then at Open
House in September, we took 14 of the
Palace tours that day into the theatre
foyer and on to the stage to give a
brief history of the theatre and the
regeneration project. We were also able
to take two groups from the Royal Parks
Guild into the theatre, when they came
to visit the park in October.
FAPT committee members with
Isobel Aptaker of AP on the stage

BE A FRIEND

With such an exciting future now
ahead, please spread the word and
tell your friends about this
wonderful theatre.

More from the archives
During 2013 the Friends‘ committee, led by secretary Pat
Brearey, has continued researching the history of the
Theatre. In the summer we were contacted through our
website by a descendant of a leading lady of the Alexandra
Palace Operatic and Dramatic Society, which had performed
at the Theatre during the 1920s and 1930.
The relative of the actress kindly showed us items relating
to performances by her grandmother, whose stage name
was Nancy McMillan. This added new information to the
Friends research, augmenting that from the archives of the
period at Bruce Castle Museum. These combined sources
suggest that the Alexandra Palace Operatic and Dramatic
Society, founded in 1922, performed in at least 10 different

www.facebook.com/aptheatre

productions at the Theatre between 1923 and 1930,
including operas such as Edward German‘s Tom Jones and
Gilbert and Sullivan‘s Mikado.
Among the items we are able to view are photographs
and illustrations of performers in costume and stage scenery
relating to the 1920s productions. These are particularly
interesting, as few historic images of the Theatre in use
have been located so far. We are very grateful to Nancy
McMillan‘s family and to archives such as Bruce Castle
Museum for their help.
It may be that others have primary source material that
potentially would increase understanding of the history of
the Theatre. If so, contact can be made with us via our email
address, mail@fapt.org.uk
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