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Important milestone reached
The Stage 2 application to the Heritage Lottery Fund for money to regenerate
the Theatre and other parts of the east end of the Palace was submitted by
the Palace in December. Planning permission is needed; with a decision
from HLF expected in the Spring. This is a huge milestone in the hope for
regeneration of the Theatre and the East wing; and we express thanks to
all involved with making this application, in particular Duncan Wilson and
his team at the Palace.
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A new book about the Theatre
Hot off the presses, Drama at the Palace - Victorian Heyday: The Alexandra

Palace Theatre 1873 – 1901 is the first detailed history of the Victorian Theatres
at the Palace (the first burnt down along with the rest of the Palace 16 days after it
opened in 1873). Researched and written by Nigel Willmott and Patricia Brearey,
respectively the chair and secretary of Friends of the Theatre, it reveals for the first
time the performances in the theatre in the Victorian period, from opera to variety and
the keynote pantomimes, and the performers, directors and designers who brought
the productions to life.
The 134-page book will soon be available to buy from our website shop (www.fapt.org.
uk) or you can email aptfriends@blueyonder.co.uk to obtain a copy. Full price is £8.50
(plus p&p), but will be available to members at £7 (plus p&p). We hope the book will
also be on sale at some local retail outlets.

Branagh at the Palace
One of Britain’s most distinguished
actors, Sir Kenneth Branagh, took a
short residency at the Palace earlier in
the autumn to rehearse his production
of Macbeth, before taking it to New
York. He took time out to visit the
Theatre and offered his support for
the regeneration plans. Branagh
also worked with Alexandra Palace’s
learning and community department
to arrange a special meeting with a
number of local drama students from
Heartlands High School.

BE A FRIEND

With such an exciting future now
ahead, please spread the word
and tell your friends about this
wonderful theatre.
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Nigel Willmott giving a talk on Open Day

Open House - but not 100 years ago
The Friends of the Theatre took part
in Open House 2014 at the Palace on
Saturday and Sunday, 21-22 September.
We had a stall in the transmitter hall at
which we chatted to visitors about the
Theatre, provided an opportunity to join
the Friends and displayed books and
postcards for sale.
Open House once again offered guided
tours of the whole building, this year
concentrating on the Palace in the first
world war, in conjunction with the current
centenary exhibition. Alexandra Palace
was closed to the public at the start of the
war and subsequently used as a reception
centre for refugees from Belgium, and

from 1915 as a place of internment for
persons defined as “enemy aliens”, people
of German, Austrian or Turkish descent.
Evidence suggests that the Theatre was
used as sleeping quarters for the refugees;
and later as a venue for performances by
an orchestra comprising internees, and
as a place of worship for the internees.
A copy of a painting by internee George
Kenner showing the Theatre as a place of
worship was on display and chair of the
Friends Nigel Willmott gave a short talk in
the auditorium to two dozen tour groups
over the two days.
Email community@alexandrapalace.com
for information on regular tours.

Condolences
May I on behalf of the Friends express
our deep sadness at the passing of a
wonderful actress, Lynda Bellingham,
who was so brave in her final days.
Lynda attended the inaugural opening
of the Theatre auditorium in company
of many actors and actresses, and was
very supportive of our Theatre and its
future. How sad that Lynda was not
able to see the hoped for regeneration
of the Theatre, but we will remember
her with fondness when this does
happen.
Our condolences to her family.
Colin Richell

Theatre used as location for BBC shoot
In October we were treated to the first broadcast of the BBC’s
new promotional film God Only Knows. The short film, set to the
Beach Boys 1960s track, was shot in the theatre and celebrates
the launch of BBC Music - the song was also released as this
year’s BBC’s Children In Need single. Among the 30 artists taking
part are Brian Wilson, the Tees Valley Youth Choir, Elton John,
and the BBC Concert Orchestra.
BBC Television began life at Alexandra Palace in 1936 and
continued in some form after the war until 1981. Through most of
that time the Theatre was used for scenery-making and as a prop
store. So it is a welcome return for the BBC in actually using the
Theatre as a performance space.
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