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REGENERATION READY TO GO
At last, we’re there. Building work on the theatre regeneration is set to start
on January 4, immediately after New Year holiday break. The main contractor
is being appointed and will begin with the enabling works to prepare for the
main phase of redevelopment.
In October, scaffolding was erected in the auditorium to allow specialists to
carry out tests on the ceiling. Assessments were made of the stability of the
plasterwork and of the load-bearing capabilities of the trusses for attaching
technical equipment. Restoring the amazing plaster ceiling will be one of the
major challenges.

NEW CEO TO LEAD AP INTO THE FUTURE
The start of the regeneration of the east
side of the Palace coincides with the
appointment of a new chief executive
of the Alexandra Palace Trust, to see
through the project. Louise Stewart,
who took up her post in October, joins
the Palace from her previous position
as deputy CEO and director of strategy
at Visit England. Her wide-ranging
work for the tourism body included
securing £40m of funding from the
Regional Growth Fund for a three year
programme of tourism investment
across England.
She has a significant track record in
both the public and private sector, and
played leading roles in major regional
arts and regeneration programmes
such as the Sage Gateshead, Hadrian’s
Wall and Alnwick Garden.

Louise has already fallen in love with
the theatre and commented: “It is a
really exciting time to join the
organisation. I appreciate the effort
it’s taken by a large number of people
to bring this amazing theatre back into
use. We still have challenges ahead,
not least raising the £1,000,000
additional funding needed to start
the main works next summer.”

APT THE FAREWELL TOUR
A final tour of the theatre and BBC
Studios was organised by Mr Matt
Somerville one of the lead architects
from main design company Feilden
Clegg Bradley. The group included
more than two dozen people
involved in developing the project
from Alexandra Palace, FCB, the AP
Television Group and Friends of the
Theatre, with some invited guests.
John Thompson, chair of the TV
Group, and Nigel Willmott, chair of
Friends, spoke about the studios and
theatre, and Matt Somerville gave
an overview of the project. A small
celebration was held on the stage.
The next such gathering will be for
the launch of the newly renovated
theatre in 2018.

OPEN HOUSE

LAST PUBLIC VIEWING
The last chance for the public to
see the theatre was at this year’s
Open House weekend on 19th and
20th September. Tour groups were
smaller this year in order to visit
the studios, not normally open.
More than a dozen tours visited
over the weekend.

THEATRE PROGRAMME – OH YES IT IS!
Once upon a time, many years ago in 1922, in a
palace on a hill, was a handsome prince, two ugly
sisters and a fairy godmother. They were in a panto
called Cinderella. They could have been forgotten for
ever (aaahh). But one day, many years later, good
fairies in the palace looked in an old cupboard and to
their great surprise found a little purple book. After
some magic words, the book opened and there was
the prince and his friends (hooray).

train from Ally Pally each weekday until the end of
January 1923 suggests that the pantomime may have
run to the end of that month.
Cinderella appears to have been the first mainstream
public performance in the Theatre since the Theatre
had been closed to such performances during WWI
and had been subsequently redecorated. The principal
boy, Prince Charming, was played by Madoline Rees.

If any good fairies find anything about the Theatre in
Cinderella was performed at the Alexandra Palace your cupboards please let us know.
Theatre from 26th December 1922 and ran to at least
With grateful thanks to Alexandra Palace for use of
10th January 1923. Perhaps the additional evening
images of Cinderella.

FUNDRAISING
For the moment, the AP theatre
stage may be out of bounds, but
for all involved the whole world
will now have to be our stage. As
part of the match funding for the
Heritage Lottery money, just over
£1m will need to raised from the
public (with the main part of the
match funding coming from the
London Borough of Haringey).
The Friends will be working with
Alexandra Palace to develop ideas
and strategies for raising the cash
we need.

THEATRE PROGRAMMING POLICY
A key part of the appeal for funding support will be a programming policy
for the theatre, outlining how the theatre will be used, from the kind of
performances that will be encouraged, to the terms and conditions of use for
production companies and others who want to bring shows to the theatre.
The Friends committee is working with the Palace in drawing up the policy,
so please contact us if you have views or ideas you would like to put forward.
What would you most like to see in the space? Spoken drama, experimental
work, opera, musical theatre, acoustic concerts, stand-up, National companies,
local theatre groups, school and college performers?
Let us know at mail@fapt.org.uk

FRIENDS
The Friends continue to grow, with many new members signing up
at events during the year. We now have over 800 Friends, and we are
sure our numbers will increase rapidly as the Theatre regeneration
progresses. Do spread the word!

The ideal Christmas gift
Copies of Drama at the Palace, the first detailed history
of the Victorian period in the theatre by Nigel Willmott
and Patricia Brearey (Chair and Secretary of the Friends),
are still available.
The 132-page book, full of new information about the
theatre, the performers, writers, producers and
designers, is available to Friends of the Theatre for £7.
Full price is £8.50 and it is available on Amazon, the
Muswell Hill Bookshop or though the FAPT website.

ALEXANDRA PALACE CHRISTMAS AND OTHER CARDS.
Alexandra Palace has a selection of
cards that you can buy through the
Friends. Funds raised will go towards the
regeneration. A pack of 10 Christmas cards
are £5.50, pack of six postcards that
include some of the Theatre interior,
are £4.50, the single card of the Palace
exterior through flowers is £1 and the
blue and green card with envelope is
£2.50.
Postage and packaging charges will apply.
You can buy these through our website
www.fapt.org.uk/w/shop
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